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THE 


CLERGYMAN’S ADVICE TO HIS PARISHIONERS: 


EXPLAINING WHAT THEY ARE TO BELIEVE AND DOIN ORDER TO 
Be SAVED. ADDRESSED CHIEFLY TO THOSE WHO ARE OF THE 
YOUNGER SORT. (Continued. ] 











































E are commanded to avoid the sin of zdolatry ; that is, the worshippin 
God himself, or Angels, or dead mén or women, under the form ra 
shape of an image ; or falling down before the likeness of any thing in heaven 
or earth, with intent to worship it. Ye are forbid also, to put your confidence 
in any thing but the goodness and power of God, and the merits of his Son 
Jestis Christ. And this ye are forbidden to do, under the highest penalties ; 
not only the loss of temporal blessings, or the bringing a curse upon you and 
your children ; but also the eternal perdition of your souls, ad a perpetual 
exclusion from the kingdom and presence of God. 
Ye are forbidden to swear lightly, and rashly, by God's holy name. And 
a are taught not to allow yourselves to swear by any thing sacred, which 
ears a relation te God; not to swear by yourselves, or any part of yourselves, 
inasmuch as ye are the creatures of God, and consecrated to His service; nay, \ 





- @ that ye swear not at all, at any time, or upon any occasion, unless ye are 
“HR called upon by proper authority to do so, for the ending of strife, ov for any 
>) @ Other important and good purpose. 
fi: Ye are commanded also to dedicate the Sabbath, or every seventh day of 
ie: ae the week, to a rest from your ordinary labours ; because God finished the 
Ah, creation of the world in six days, ceased from work upon the seventh, and 
Wye! commanded the seventh day to be kept holy by all mankind. For we read 
ia (in Genesis ii. 3.) that God bléssed the seventh day and sancivfied it ; that is, 
Be commanded it te he kept holy. And therefore it will always be your duty, on 
i account of the reasonableness of it, and God’s pleasure signitied herein, to 
fet observe and keep holy ene day in seven. And, as your redemption was com- 
(pleted by Jegus Christ’s raising himself from the dead upon the first day af the 
neh hal veek, it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to the Aposties of our Lord, 


esa. under His immediate influence, to transfer the holiness ot the Sabbath from 
) “E », the seventh to the first day of the week, and to cause this alteration to be obser- 


eee ved as an ordinance amongst all Christians for ever. Ye are iaught more- 





oe over, and commanded, to dedicate this Christian Sabbath, caued (in the 
‘9 = book of Revelation i. 10.) the Lord’s day, not only to a rest of your bodies 
© @ from the labours of your callings, but of your minds from all your -worldly 
4» -@ «concerns. Ye are commanded to spend this holy day in the more immediate 
be: service and worship of God ; in prayer, in breaking of bread, that is, .re- 
ei ceiving the holy sacrament of the Lord’s supper (as often as ye enjoy an z: 
‘sad ,) in meditation, in reading, in hearing the word of God preached 





perune 


and explained ;‘ and in works of mercy, charity, and piety, 
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Of The Clergyman's advice to his Parishioners, 


These are the duties ve are to dischar re towards Goo. With regard to 
your neighbour, or one another, ye are called upon in the first place, to pay 
due honour an d reverence to your parents ¢ to obey all their law! ful commands ; 
to submit to their corrections ; . and to comfort and succour then in their dis. 
tress. Further, ye are to be » dutiful to your civil parents, as well as your na- 
tural ones ; that | , ye are to obey the magistrates which are set over you, 
not only out‘of a dread of punishywem, but ulso fot the Sdtisfactian of your 
own consciences; a6 they are the ordznance of God, and appointed by Him 
to govern and protect you. Ye are to be obedient also to masters, teachers, 
and governors. In every station of life, ye are to behave suitably to the sub- 
Urdination in which ve até plac eC r and to exercise vour atiti hority righteously, 
and in the fear of God, over all those (if any such there be) who are inferior 
tO yo 

Again, ve’are forbidden to take awav the life of any man, ad secretly 


er openly, either by ac ting yourselves, or by assisting ‘others; Ye shall do-no 


murder. And not only $0, but (accor ling to the gospel explanation of. this 
eommandiment) ye shal 1 cheek and moderate your « wzer, from whence mut- 


der geret “ally proceeds. For, if ye let-anger transp: yrt you so far as to revile 


of hers with hard s spec hes, ye shall not be guiltless. Oud of the heart are the 
essues of life 5 that Is, a8 inéw thiek, they generally act ; and, if, they do‘nat 
act acc ordingly, they are not always re “strained by the fear of God, which 
ought to be one of the rules of their conduet. Ye ave to.see then.that your 
hearts be not evil; that no malice, envy, or revenge be suifered to harbour 
tiiere ; for he that wills or wishes the death of another, is (with, God, ‘he 
searcher of ‘hearis) accounted intentionally guilty of murder, 


[he same may be said in the next commandment. For, although-ye are 
forbidden toconunz? ouly the act at adultery, yet according to our blessed Sav- 
jour’s tis rpretation of it, every inclination or disposition of the mind towards 
it is criminal. And therefore ye are here by obli, zed to Keep | your minds, as 


well as vour botlies, in temperance, sobricty, and chas tity ; that is, ye are to 
regulate even your the ug hits and desires, lest they finally ‘lead you intorsins of 
un feann 5 OF; if the y do not, yet the ve ry ehiertainment of them. in your 
minds is oftensive to'God, and will c ompe | His Holy Spirit to leave you ; “who 
(ve may suppose) Will not dwell with such company, in so foul and deb auch- 
ed an habitation. Holy Scripture expre ssly tells us, that marriage is honour- 
able inall; but that whoremungers and adulterers God will judge. Leb. xiii. 4. 

further, ve are’ forbidden to ers that 1s, to defraud vour neighbour of 
his coods, in any of the various ways which the wickedness of men’s hearta 
has contrived to injure one india rin their property. On the contr ary, ye 
are to be fair and upright tn all your dealings ; to be careful to provide Jor 
! your families, by your own labour and industry ; and to he 
thoroughly contented with that honest livelihood which Providence has allotted 
you. So far should ye be from defrauding eer, that if ve are defrauded 
yourselves, Bid eaeta) not be forward ta recover your just rights by law. Ye 


ine 


ould be ready to forgive injuries of this kind, as well as others ; provided 
ye are at fi erty so to do, and the cons sequence s of your forgiveness may not 
be very hurtful to yourselves and others 

\gain, ye. are forbidden to bear fulse witness against your neighbour : that 
Is, yeare ctly to speak the truth concerning him, if ye are call! ed upon as 
witnesses for or against himin a court of justice. On every such occasion, yh 
get not the great guilt of perury ; and how dreadful must the danger be ¢ 


calling the God of truth to be witness io a lie; and be sure to re member thes 

his words, (Zechariah vili. 16.) Let none of “yout imagine evilin your héeris 
azainst his neighbour, and LOVE NO FALSE OATH : fi wall these are things 
that Lhate, saith the Lord. In common conversation also, when there is a ne- 
cessity for bi im king of your neighbour, ye are to say sothtng of him but what 


ye know to be the wie without any insinuations which may hurt his good 
name. hristians, ye are to be charitable in every en ye think or say of 
others; ye are not Unreas jonably to suspect any evil: are to vindicate their 


characters as far ax ye are able, and to preserve their reputation with tender- 
ness and care. 


Finally, to secure the observation of all the foregoing commandnients whith 
relate to your neighbour, ve are forbidden to entertain any unlawful desires, 
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The Clereyman’s advice to his Parishioners. aad 


with regard to his Aouse, his wife, his servanis, and his goods; that is, ye 

are not to covel w hat is another's, not so to desire it as to we any unlawiul 

means forthe attainment of it. 

- This is the substance of the moral law, given of old to the Jews; and re- 

newed, explained and improved by Chiist, for the use aud practice of the 

whole Christian world. 

. But, besides the moral law contained in the ten commandments, ye are 

obliged, as Christians, to obey those positive laws which our blessed Saviour 

hath been pleased to add to them ; and which do therefore more peculiarly 

belong to your holy profession, ‘Lhése are the commaads by which LHe hati 

appointed two sacraments to be received in His Church; namely, baptism and 

the Lord’s suipper.” “‘Vhe former (which hath beca already explaiived) is the 

dipping in, or sprinkling with water, at the time of your admission inte 

Christ’s Church. The latter is the eating bread and drinking wine (us ofien 

as ye have opportunity) in communion with your fellow members ef ihe Church, 

io preserve thereby a memorial of Christ’s death, uniil fis rising io judgment. 

And these ye are to look upon not as empty ceremonies, or as mere emblems 

of something else signified thereby ; for our blessed Saviour has promised, 

that the receiving of his sacraments shall be accompanied by /éis especiad 
grace, whensvever it is done faithfully and with a sincere and penitent heart ; 

that, as your bodies are sprinkled and cleansed. with waier, so shail your sins 

be washed away, and your souls purified by Avs /foly Spirtt; and that, as by 

breaking bread and pouring out wine ye do titly represent /7is body broken 
and His blood shed upon the cross, so shall ye thereby ensure to yourselves 
the benefits of His death, which ye so thankfully conunemorate ; and, as 
your bodies are strengtbened and refreshed by the bread aud wine, so shall 
your sou/s be comforted, and your Christian graces quickened and revived. 

‘As ye have been already baptized in the name of Jesus Cirist, Jet me exhort 

you not to dose the benefit of one sacrament by a neglect of ihe oiier., For, 
be assured, that they are both equally necessary to your saivaiion. If ye de 
habitually abserit yourselves from the Lord’s supper, it wili but little avail you 
that ye have been admitted into his Church by baptism. it will not then be 
uncharitable to think of you, that ye would have neglected baptism, in like 
manner, had it been left to your own choice whether ye would be baptized. 
For the same faith and the saii@fepentance, and purposes of a good life, 
which are required of you to prepare for baptism, are as necessary tor dhe 
worthy receiving of the Lord’s supper. And, if ye refuse to qualify your- 
selves for this, it may well be supposed that neither would ye have qualitied 
yourselves for that. So that, if no person had brought you to baptism whea 
ve were infants, and had undertaken that ye should tulil the condjtions of it, 
it is probable ve might and would have died unbaptized. kxamme your- 
selves thoroughly, and see that ye are perfectly since-e in this great matter. 
¥or, if ye deceive yourselves herein, nothing can be of more fatal consequence 
to your souls. Convince yourselves and the world that ye heartily embrace 
the terms of your baptism, by fulfilling the terms zn a frequent receiving of 
the communion of Christ’s body and blood, And iet me earnestly advise you 
to enter upon this necessary duty now, in your younger yeats, as sQon as ye 
have informed yourselye$ of what is required from those who come to the 
Lord’s table. For it is found by experience, that they who absent tiemseives 
from it whilst they are young, are not broughk: to it without great d:ficul- 
ty when they are advanced in years., Some are discouraged by the increas- 
ing burthen of their sins; and oihers merely by the force ef an evil habit, 
continue in a neglect of this important and necessary duty. But, ii ye begin 
early to appear at the Lord’s table, ye will escape both these delusions : Ye 
will neither be terrined by your guilt, which, as yet, it is to be hoped, 1s not 
very great ; neither will ye be seduced by any evil custom, which ye have 
tuken care to prevent. What is required of those who come to the sacrament 
of the Lord’s supper yeur prayer books will instruct you ; it being clearly and 
plainly expressed in the exhortation before the communion oitice, ‘* Repent 
** ye truly of vour sins past: Fave a lively and stedfast faith in Christ ouy 
‘Saviour: Aimend your lives: Be in periect charity with all mea: And, 
‘f abdve all, give most hearty thanks to God the Father, God the 5on, and 
“ God the Lioly Ghost, for the redemption of the wold by the death ang 
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84 Ecclesiastical terms explained. 


¢« passion of our Saviour Christ : so shall ye be meet partakers of those holy 
«« mysteries.” Ye may observe, that, in these words, there is nothing enjoin. 
ed you but what every Christian, at all times, is obliged to perform. When. 
therefore, this is called @ preparation for the worthy receiving of the Lord’; 
supper, nothing more is meant by it than that, upon this occasion more par, 
ticularly, ye should examine yourselves whether ye do truly and faithfully per, 
form what it is always your duty to do. If ye do this, rejoice, and persevere, 
if ye do not, repent, and resolve (by God’s grace) to reform,  ‘. here is no 
new task laid upon you (as some people are apt to imagine) in preparing your. 
selves for the holy sacrament of the Lord’s supper; ye are only obliged te in. 
quire into the state of your souls, and see whether your belef and practice 
js such as becometh Christians. And can this be done too often ? Can it be 
safely put off from time to time? Will not your sins daily, increase upon you; 
and will they not increase the faster, because ye neglect the grace of God 
offered to you in this sacrament? And will not this neglect add to the number 
of your sins? Will they not, many of them, when thus increased, escape 
your memory, and therefore not be particularly repented of? May ye not be 
cut off in the midst of them, or disabled by sickness from recollecting them } 
Surely, no excuse can avail you, if these things are duly considered. J charge 
you therefore, as ye hope for eternal salvation, thankfully to embrace every 
opportunity of receiving the sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. Judge 
yourselves, that ye be not judged of the Lord. Draw near with faith ; and 
receive these pledges of the love of your Redeemer to your comfort, Offey 
to Almighty God this your sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving: Yourselves 
also, your souls and bodies, to bé a reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice unto 
Him; humibly beseeching Him, that, as ye are partakers of His holy com. 
munion, ye may be filled with His grace and heavenly benediction. _5o shall 
ye be conducted in saféty by His holy spirit, through the snares and tempta- 
tions of this mortal life; so shall ye fully know, diligently bear in mind, and 
sincerely practise every Christian duty ; so shall the peace of God, which pas- 
seth ali understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love 
of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ ; and ihe blessing of God Almighty, the 
father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you 
always. | ['Lo,be continued. | 

| aa > te - 


SOME ECCLESIASTICAL TERMS EXPLAINED, BY WAY OF 
QUESTION AND ANSWER. '  [(ContTinuen.} 


What rs Easter-Day ? 

The day of our Saviour’s resurrection from the dead, 

Why is it called Easter ? 

The Saxons had a yearly feast about this time, which,they called Easter: 
and when they embraced Christianity, they called this the Christian Easter. 

Q. What is Rogation-Sunday ? 

A, It is a day so called because Rogations or Litanies in the primitive 
Church were used at this time of the year for a blessing on the fruits of the 
éarth, and to avert the sources of pestilence and war. 

Q. What is Holy-Thursday ? 

A. The feast'of our Saviour’s ascension into heaven, 

Q. What is Whit-Sunday ? 

A. The commemoration of the descent of the Holy Ghost. 

Q. Why is tt called Whit-Sunday ? 

A. Because this was antiently the solemn time of baptizing those who were 

repared for it : who were immediately clothed with white garments, as to- 
tie of their admittance into the kingdom of light. 

Q. Why is the staie of the gospel called the kingdom of light ? 

A. Because it is a state of divine ‘knowledge, purity, and joy ; under the 
government of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of light. 

Q. Why is this feast of the descent of the Holy Ghost sometimes called the 
Christian pentecost ? 

A. Because it is pentecost, (that is) fifty days from our Sayiour’s resurrection. 
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Of the Thursday before Easter. $5 


Q. What is Trinity-Sunday ? 

A. The commemoration of the mystery of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. ‘lrinity of persons in an indivisible unity of essence ; and 
heir joint work of creation—preservation and redemption. ‘There are THREE 
that bear record in heaven, the FatrHer, the Worn, andthe Hoty Guosr, 
and these THREE are ONE. [To be continued. } 
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OF THE PASSION WEEK. 
A; the Fasting during the time of Lent was appointed in imitation of our 


Saviour’s Fasting, so the one in Passion Week may be considered as ap- 
pointed to commemorate his Suiferings and Passion, which were then comple- 
ted. Seme consider it, as only a continuation of thesame Fest, but kept ina 
stricter degree, ‘his was called The Great Week, on account of the important 
transactions it witnessed, and the great effects derived to us from them ; and 
The Holy Week, from the devout exercises in which Christians employed them- 
selves upon this occasion. Some persons. are said to have tasted the whole of 
this week, from Monday merning to cock-crowiag on the Sunday morning, at 
which time our Saviour was supposed to have risen. ‘There are several consti- 
tutions of Emperors, te prohibit all law proceedings during this week. 

‘The Church ef England has made provision ior exercising the devotion of 
her members in public, by rehearsing, m the Lessons, Kpistles, and Gospels, 
most of those portions of Scripture, that relate to the occasion of this week's 
commemoration. 

The same Collect that is used on the Sunday before, is appointed to be used 
op the four days following, till Good knday.. 

Our Reformers did not much.coniine themselves to the Gospels appointed 
for this week in the ancient Offices ;, but thought it would be most useful, to 
read all the accounts of our Saviour’s Passion, given by the four kvangelists, 
as they stand in order. ‘St. Matthew’s account is, accordingly, appointed for 
Sunday ; chap. 26th for the seeond Lesson, and 27th for the Gospel, 5. 
Mark’s account is read on Monday and ‘luesday. St. Luke’s on Wednesday 
and ‘lhursday. On Good Friday is Jobn: 18th for the second Lesson, and. ivth 
for the Gespel. 

The Epistles now appointed were thought somewhat more suitable, than 
those in the older Offices, 

—— SS ae 


OF THE THURSDAY BEFORE EASTER. 


N this day did our Saviour give commandment to his Apostles, to com- 
: memorate the Sacrament of his Supper, which he this day instituted, 
after the celebration of the Passover; hence this day is called Dies Mandatr, 
thence A/undate, or Maundy-Thursday ; though some think it is so called, 
from that new commandment, which he gave them, éo love one another, as is 
recorded in the second Lesson for the Morning Service. 

‘The Gospel for this day is peculiarly proper to the time, as it treats of our 
Saviour’s Passion. The Epistle contains an account of the institution of the 
Lord’s Supper ; the constant celebration of which, both in the Morning and 
Evening, alter supper (as was the practice among the early Christians, in mem- 
ory of its being first instituted at that time) rendered that portion of Scripture 
Very suitable to the day. 

On this day, the Penitents, that: were put'out of the Church on Ash Wed- 
nesday, were received into it again ; partly, that they might be partakers of 
the Holy Communion, and partly in memory of our Lord being on this 
day apprehended and bound, in order, by his sutferings, to work our delivers 
ance and freedom. ‘The form of reconciling Penitents was this : the Bishop 
went out to the deors of theChurch, where the Penitents lay prostrate on the 
earth ; and thrice, in the name of Christ, called them, Come, come, come, ye 
children, hearken unto me, I will teach you the fear of the Lord; then, after 
he had prayed for, and admonished them, he reconciled them, and brought 
them intu the Church. ‘The Penitents, thus received into the bosom of the 
Church, trimmed their heads and beards ; and, laying off their penitential 
weeds, reelothed themselves ip decent apparel, [To be continued }- 
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BS Popery Revived. 
POPERY REVIVED. 


¢ 

T was the glory and pride of our ancestors, that they had broken the shacklee 

of Popish superstition and tyranny, and had attained to the free enjoyment 
ar private opi nion, ‘and the unmolested toleration of conscientious worship: — 
‘The triumphal soug of the Protestants for many years after the reformation, 
consisted in deprecating those slavish wrongs they had suffered in their spirit- 
ual captivity, and e xtoiling that glorious liberty ‘with which Christ had again 
made them free. The court of inquisition, the supernumerary rites and ordi- 
Rances established in the Romish Church, unprecedented by the primitive 
(Christians ancl unwarranted in the scriptures, were looked upon as so many 
instruments of cruelty and oppression, designed to def fraud men of their wealth 
and enslave their understandings ; while the Pope was thought but too merci- 
fully treated, when mentioned in the vilest terms that tmgenuity could invent 
or lanzuace ex} press. Antichrist, the Beast, and the Harlot, were, in the 
Protestant voc sisulk iry, among his familiar titles. 

The faith and doctrine of that Church were still more odious than their dis- 
cipline. The sale of pardons and indulgencies, and the belief in works of 
supererozation, were reckoned among those damnable heresies, which St. 
Paul had so circumstantially foretoid. 

W hat would those zealous reformers have thought, however, could they 
have foreseen the a: postacy that was afterwards to arise in their own fan ly, and 
the withuane that was to be made of the free and tolerant modes of faith and 
discipline, which they had labored to establish, for those arbitrary and super- 
stitious principles which they had so violently opposed? What had been the 

‘nsations of Luther, Calvia, Zuingle and Knox, could they have known thet 
2 ¢ onsidera ble part of those nurselings whom ca", had weaned from the oid 
strumpet (as the y stiled the Chureh of Rome *) anc trained up tothe exercise 
et religious liberty, would, notwithstanding their guardian care, grow «up into 
harlots themsel ve , and equal their mother in hers piritual abominations > Yet 
such is the trath; and no reproachful name is more truly characteristic of 
the Romish Church, than the mother of harlote. 

lo trace the likeness ef the mother in the features of her children, through 
sil the diversity of shades, grimaces and distortions, which are common te 
them ail, is more than can be expected in the compass of this speculation ; but 
to exhibit some of the more ostensible traits of similitude, between her and 
one of her daughters (familiarly knowa in this country) is humbly attempted 
gn the followin z comp srison. 

Ihe Pope is supposed to have a supreme power in the management of all 
the spiritual conce rns of the Church. His 0} pinion is thought infallivie rm the 
interpretation of God’s word ;—his right,of annuliing, altering, or establishe 
ing articles of faith, is deemed unquestionable ;—and he is allowed the pre- 
rogative of prom ating or disposing, at his soyereign pleasure, any oflicer or 
sninister in Christ’s Church. 

A simik ir power r in all these things is likewise claiined by that branch of the 
Church, which assumes Papal j urisdiction in this country The mode of ad- 
ministration in these two hierarchies, however, is essentially different. In the 
former, the supreine Pp ower is concentrated in, one person; in the latter, it is 
diffused among the whole community. How this change crept in, it ts not easily 
cletermined ; unless it be from the perversion of this p olitical maxim—** Vox 
Populi est Vox Dei,”—which would seem to give the ‘al hole mass of the people 
a better pretence than an individual, to arrogate the authority of God, 

The power of the people in the interpretation of scripture is severely felt by 
ali those who preac h al od otfer to expound it before them; who are not unfre- 
quently called before the popular tribunals, to answer for their heterodox opin- 
jons. ‘This usually lecontt ates ina public censure, and the preacher ts either 
deposed or recants his errors, Articles of faith age framed by the pe onle, who 
reserve to themsel ives the privilege of further altering or amending them, at 
their discretion. ‘They found platt pms for the regulation and governipent of 
oe Church, and propose covenants between man and his m aker. ‘Lhey, like 
VIS * ho! oliness lay claim to the keys of the kin gdom of heaven, declare the con- 
elitions on which man shall be restored to the favour of Goud, and specify the 
ejuantity of faith and holiness that shall entitle him to Church-comimuniona apg 
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Olyections to the necessity of being in the Church refuied, &c. Ag 


ether méans of salvation, ‘The decision of these questions, as might be expect- 
ed, occasions mwch altercation and dispute in the popular assemblies ; but as 
the will of the majority must rule, the matter is eventually determined by voie, 


‘And as the several congregations of the people act independently of each other, 


it is in no wise strange that they cannot ai] be brought into asystem of uniform- 
ity. Access tothe kingdom of heaven is rendered more or less intricate or plain, 
contracted or wide, as the various opinions or caprice of the people prevails. 

Public opinion is not only varicus but subject to change; hence any mode 
of faith which has ence been adopted, becomes afterwards liable to exceptions. 
When the conditions of a religious covenant, therefore, become generally ob- 
noxious to the people, they are convened for the purpose of alféring it accord- 
ing to the prevailing taste, ‘Lhis is a stretch of power, hardly equalied by the 
Pope of Rome ; for it seems indeed unwarrantable, to alter the conditions of 
a covenant or agreement between God and man, without the consent of both 
contracting parties. 

In places where the terms of the adopted covenant are rigourous and severe, 
it is usual to meet the wishes of the grieved party, by engaging on the part 
of God, that he will compound the matter with them, and accept their com- 
pliance with some of the duties he has enjoined, for which they are to receive 
some share of his favours, particularly the privilege of baptism. ‘This 1s call- 
ed the half-way-covenant. Such a kind of barter is not unlike the practice of 
the Pope, in granting indulgences. 

Should any one, aiter remaining a while inthis state of imperfect obedience, 
become willing to acknowledge the whole covenant, he is trauslated by the 
people, from this court of the Gentiles into the body of the Church, and en- 
utled to all its privileges. ‘Lhis ceremony may well be compared to the beatif- 
icalion Ol a saint. 

‘The power of the people in superiniending the clergy is equal to that of the 
Pope. By their consent and approbation, a minister is oidained;, by their 
accusation and authority, he is deposed. ‘Lhe detail of the business, it is true, 
is perlormed by some of the neighbouring clergy ; yet they must be selected 
by the people and can pretend to no authority for their sacerdotal character, 
bet what was originally derived from the people. ‘These creatures of the pop- 
ulace are eensequently dependent upon their sovereigns, in like manner as the 
cardinals, legates, and other subordinate clergy are dependent upon the Pope. 

So far it must be confessed, the daughter has equalled, if not superceded the 
mother, in domineering ever God’s heritage; and iv arrogating greater au- 
thority in the Christian Church, than was ever delgated to mortal man. Some 
of their ceremonials and articles of faith remain to be considered and com- 
pared.—{ Zo be continued. ] M. ©. 


———ED > ae 
FOR THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE, 


OBJECTIONS TO THE NECESSITY OF BEING IN THE 
CHURCH REFUTED, &c. 
Alessrs. Editors, 


EING a constaut reader of your Magazine, I cannot but express my satis- 
faction with a work, long desired, and now well executed. In one of the 
numbers a writer has decidedly proved, from scripture and reason, the divine 
constitution of the Church: viz. that it is the spirétuad ark ; and that it isthe 
indispensable duty of all those who desire to be saved to enter into the Church, 
{ wish to enforce this primitive faith, remove some objections and explain 
the ways and means of being added to the Church,—lIst. It is objected by 
many in this novel age, * there is no necessity of being in the Chureh, or at 
least, there is no necessity of receiving the sacraments of the C hurch, we may 
be saved, as well without them, as with them.” In answer to this, 1 would 
ask the objector : 
Would Adam have fallen, if he had not eat of the forbidden fruzt ? Would 
Abel’s sacrifice have been accepted, if he had not shed blood ?.\ guid Noah, 


have been called righteous before God, if he had not built the ark agg@ordingte 


the divine command? Or would be, and his family have been saved, if they had 
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88 Objections to the necessity of being in the Church refuted, &c. 


refused to enter into the ark ? (a) Would Abraham and his seed have beth 
called the people of God, if they had not been circumcised ? (6) Would the 
first born of israel have veen saved, if they had not sprinkled the blood of the 
Paschal Lamb upon the posts of their doors? (c) Would the walls of Jericho 
have fallen, if the children of Israel had not waiked seven times round the 
and blowed upon rams horns, as God commanded », (d@)} Would the afflicted 
Israelites have been healed, if they had not looked upon the brazen serpent? (e) 
Would Naaman have been cured, if he had not wacked seven times in the river 
Jordan? (f) Would the man with a withered hand have been healed, if he 
had refused to stretch it forth, as commanded by Christ ? Would the woman 
have been cured, if she had not pressed in the crowd, and touched the hem 
of Christ’s garment? Would Cornelius have been converted, if he had not 

rayed, and given alms and sent for St. Peter? (gj Would the eyes of Paul 
gi been opened, if he had not gone to one of Christ’s ministers and received 
baptism? (h) 

in a word, is there any direct promise of salvation, to those who are out of 
covenant with him? And is there any other way pointed out in the gospel of 
being received into the Church, but by faith and baptism ? The apostle hath 
informed us, that as many as are baptized into Christ, have put on Christ, and 
we heirs according to tie promise. (i) And our Saviour Christ, uath de- 
clared (St. Jolin iii. 5.) that except a man is born of water and of the spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God, That this passage alluded to bap- 
tism, and the necessity of it, where it might be had, we have the suffrages of 
the universal Church; as also all sects who admitted baptism for more than 
fiiteen hundred years after Christ, until the anabaptists arose in Germany. 

These, are but afew, of those numerous passages, that might be produced 
to shew, that if we expect to be saved, it must be in the way of Christ’s ap- 
pointment;—for he, being made perfect, became the author of eternal salvation 
to all them thai obey him. (j) 

But it is further objected, ‘‘ that man, cannot do any thing to alter his fu- 
ture state of existence ; or that future happiness does not in the least depend 
upon human exertions.” I ask, can a man do any tiing to alter his present 


Sia 

‘that our future happiness, as well as temporal, depeuds upon hu- 
man exertions; let it be observed, that man, consists of a body and a soul; 
and as the body can ot exist without temporal, no more can the soul without 
spiritual food. Tor tne support of both, it has pleased Almighty God, to 
prepare two felds,in which he calls his servants to labour: viz. the world and 
the Church. “Vhe way to obtain food and raiment in the temporal field, most 
peo iand and readily comply with ; but the way and means, in the 
spir id are jess understood aad less complied with ; when the one can 
1 nly atemporal support, but the other an eternal reward, Let it be fur- 
t /bserved, that our obligations to spiritual and temporal duties are equally 
binding by tue positive commands of God he same who said, by the sweat 
of thejace shai man eat bread, (*£) ‘also, labour not for the meat which per- 
tsheth, but for that meat which cndureth unto everlasting life. (lL) He who 


said, six days shalt thou labour, commands us to remember the Sabbath day, 
&c. The same authority that says, he that will not work shail not eat ; and 
he who procides not for himself and family, is worse thot an infidel, (m) de- 
clares also, that man doth not live by bread alone, |ercept ye eat the flesh 
of the Son of man and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. (nr) These, 
are the words ot Jesus, who, tn the same nicht in which he was betrayed, took 
bread: and when had given thanks, he bruke it, and said, take, eat; this ts 
my body, which is broken for you: this doin renembrance of me. (0) This 
was his legacy and, his farewel address, when about to leave the abodes of 
sinful man. He declares, in the most solemn manner, that he who believeth, 
and is baptized, shall be saved ; hut he that believeth not shall be damned. (p) 
When the multitude on tie day of pentecost cried out, (not in the modern 


ta) Gen. vi. 22. (b) Gen. xvii. 10. (c) Ex. xii. 7. (d) Judges vi. 3, 4. 
(e) Nam. xxi. 8, 9. (f) 2 Kings v. 14. (g@) Acts x. (A) Acts xxii. 16. 
(2) Galeiii. 27, 29. (7) Heb. v. 9. (hk) Gen. ini. 19° (4 John vi. 27, 
(m) 1 Tim. vy. & (m) Jobn vi. 53. (0) 1 Cor. xi, 23, 24. (Cp) Mark xvi. 1é. 
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Objections to the necessity of being in the Church refuted, Se. 89 


tatiguage, what shall we believe) but what shall we do? (q) They received 
this plain and intelligible answer, repent, and be baptized, évery one of you, 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost :-— 
Again—forsake not the assembting of yourselves together : (r) worship the 
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. (s) | 
UNow, fot people ‘to live in the négiect of these spiritual means; and ex- 
ct salvation, ‘is as inconsistant, as if they should neglect to cultivate, sow, 
and fence their fields, and yet ¢xpect a harvest. ‘Therefore, to say that amar 
cannot alter his future state of existance, by his own conduct, is as false as to 
say fie cannot alter his present : for God is as much the author of one life, as 
the other: the only ditletence, is, the present world, is a probationary state, 
the other, a state of rewards atid punishments. : | 
| But it is farther objected, that, “if our futtre happiness depends upon hu- 
man exertions; we deny Christ, to bea complete Saviour, and go about to 
establish ovr own righteousness.” ‘To this I answer, obéying a law which we 
make ourselves; is our own righteddsness; but obeying the laws, which Jesus 
Christ institutéd, for a trial of our faith, is verily such a righteousness, as the 
parents of John the baptist had, walking in all the ordinancés of the Lord 
blameless. (t) Will thé objector think’ me impertinent when [I ask furthers 
Was not God, the complete Saviour of Naaman, who dipped in Jordan ?—It 
is written, that in God we livé, move, and have our beg. (u) Now to 
compare things temporal, with things spiritual: Has God promised to continue 
our lives, if we are intemperate, or attempt to hang or drown ourselvés ? Or 
by temperance, and sobriety, by idustty, and economy—or by cultivating 
our fields, do we deny our dependence upon God :—The fact is, no man 
merits his life, by temperance, becatise life is a free gift—no man merits his 
harvest, by sowing, because without the: early and later rain, he could never 
reap. We, then as Workers together with God, beseech the objector that he re- 
ceive not the grace ef God in vain; (7) 

It is further objected: “ As | have .no.disposition to Jabour in the spiritual 
field, or to be added to the Church ; what shall 1 do, for as l did not make my 
disposition, I cannot alter it 2” 

l ask, did you make the earth, which spontaneously produces briars, thoras, 
and noxious weeds ?~ These like out yices grow without cultivation. But can- 
not. you subdue them? Has not Ged given you strength to root them out, 
and from the same soil, to obtain food and raiment ?—Suifer me oncgamore to 
ask, did you make the storms, wind, rain, cold and heat? Or will you be 

rotected trom them, without your own exertions ?>—lo see a man stand nas 
ed, in the open air, exposed to the chilling wind of December, and could 


hot be persuaded to clothe himself, or retire into a house, becansé hé did not® 


make himself, we should consider him either a mad man ora fool. But much 
more mad with the evil of sin, heresy and, schism is the man, who suffers him- 
self thus to be deluded; who neglects to guard against his evil propensities, 
and to cultivate hts understanding; who ‘* labours tor that meat which perish- 
eth,” but takes no pains to obtain ‘‘ that bread, which shall endure unto ever- 
lasting life.” (wm) 


If you have ug disposition, read the 18th and 35rd chapters ef Ezekiel with : 


our Savieur’s Sermon on the Mount, and their corresponding passages. ‘1 his 
will bring you to. yourself, and instead of cayelling, and berng wafied about 
with every wind of doctrine, (x) you will come to: gourse/t ; and like the 
prodigal, arise, and your heavenly kather will meet you, embrace you, and 
receive youasachiki. , 

We justly condemn the indolent, and lazy, who provide not their food in 
summer ; but, let us be careful, lest, while judging such, we condemn our- 
selves, for to him who makes provision for the flesh, but takes no pains to 
provide for the soul, it may be said, Thou fool, this night shall thy soul be re- 
guired of thee. (y) Or let him answer this plain question—Mdat shall wt profit 
aman, Uf he gain the whole world and loose his own sou ? ° 

The last objection that I shall notice, is, ‘* that those who comply with the 
extérnals of religion, and join the Church, are no better than those, who are 


(r) Heb. x. 25. (8) Matt. iv. 19, .() Lake i. & 
(v) 2 Cor. vi. 1. (w) John 6. (x) Eph. iv. lt 
(y) Luke xii, 20. 


— 


“(q) Acts ii. 39. 
(u) Acts xvii. 23. 
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$8 The duty of prayer. 


out of it.” That there are wicked men in the Church, is a.truth, verifying 
he scriptures ; they ave not all Israel that are called Israel. The kingdom of 
heaven is likened unio a net, cast into the sea, which gathered of every kind, 
‘The Chureh, is Christ’s school, to prepare mankind for his glorious kingdom,’ 
If wicked people’ are not permitted to go into the Church, I beg to know 
where they are to be made better ? As long as they remain wicked, they are 
not fit for heaven : I trast no one wishes them to be cast into hell. Christ came 
into the werld to save sinners, and even ate and drank with them, that by precept 
and example he might reclaim them.—If there are hypocrites in the Churob, 
fhey no more injure the divine institution of the Church (which always re- 
mains the same) than quacks in physie.destroy the art of chimistry, or the 
¢hicanery of an attorney overthrow. the labours of a Montesque er a Black- 
stone. ‘lhe wheat and tares must be allowed to grow together until the har- 
vest—and then will be the final separation—then and not till therm will it appear 
fhat the words of the Lord and the institutions in his Church have not been 
ineffectual for the purposes of man’s salvation; and however the doubter or 
disbeliever may try to shelter himself under the conceits of an erroneous ima> 
gination, “ wisdom. will be justified of all her children ;” andthe just Judge 
of the earth will make a distinction between those who expect to obtain his 
approbation by their own “merits, and those who hope for it by the merits of 
Jesus the Saviour. In that day, if the righteous of his owm household stand 
before him wit fear and trembling, how shall the sinner and stranger to hin 
appear 
———— ¢2 a — 


FOR THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE, 


THE DUTY OF PRAYER. 


AY OTHING is more strongly inculeated in fhe scriptures than the duty of 

prayer; and every possible encouragement is given to induce us to prac. 
tice it. “ Watch ye therefore and pray always that ye may be accounted wor- 
thy to escape all those things which shall come to pass, and to stand before the 
Son of man. Ask and it shall be given you, seek and ye slralF find. If two 
of you shall agreé ‘a’ touching any thing, you shalt ask, it shall be done for 
you by my Father who is in heaven. ‘Where two or three are gathered to- 
getherain my name, there atm | in the midst of them.” And again in the 
Epistle to the Tlebrews, ‘« Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together 
as the manner of some is.” As social worship is enjoined, that of family wor- 
ship is certainly wnplied. ‘The same reasons that make it necessary for us to 
join in worship with our peighbowrs, nrake it necessary for us to’ join in wor- 
ship with our fartilies. Common wants and common mercies together with 
the design of diffusing and keépmg up among mankind a sense of God and 
religion, are doubtless the grounds'ef both. Let us take’a view of our com- 
mon dependence, and see if it is not & motive sufficient to mduce us to join in 
an acknowledgement of it, and in‘soliciting tire favours we want. Look first 
atithe situation of a family in the morning—see them all risen from the inac- 
tivity of sleep, and the danger of the hows of darkness! Who is it that has 
preserved them through the silent watehes of the night? Certainly God thei: 
Saviour who neither slumbers nor sleeps. We all know that itis he alone who 
preserves us in every situation ; and that his care over us imoursleep, when we 
are entirely incapable of discovering er avoiding danger, deserves a daily tri- 
bute of praise and thanksgiving. No member of a*family is exempt from this 


obligation. “Then is it not plain, that both duty and decency require that they | 


should join, and ** with one hearth and one mind” express their gratitude to 
their kind and benevolent Parent, who is thus watchful for their preservation ? 
‘Jo neglect this carries the appearance of insensibility to the favours received. 
Forif each one.has a disposition to make this acknowledgement, then uniformity 
of “nliment and affeetion would give ardour to the joint act of the whole ; and 
it seems that a family so disposed, would not continue long without associating 
in their devotion, while they do so in almost every thing else. 

Although gratitude appears to be the first sentiment that will naturally pos- 
sess a dutiful mind in the morning; yet a humble sense of future dependence 
will by Me means escape it. ‘They both ought to be felt. As it is God who has 
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Of the book of Psalms. 


reserved us through our sleep, so it is he alone who can preserve us from sin, 
‘and. from danger, through the active and busy employments of the day ; tg 
him therefore we should look up for protection. Here seems to be an‘argu- 
ment for doing it jointly. ‘lhe welfare of each member of a family is the 
welfare of the whole. ‘Ihis common interest requires common prayers for its 

romotion ; that every member of the family may be preserved and assisted 
in his lawful undertakings. ‘Thus charity thinks that true gratitude would 
prompt us to this duty ; and that a prudent concern for ourselves and family 
‘would induce us to look up with them to God and ask his blessing and proted- 
tion. Impressed with these sentiments, a pious and considerate head of a fam- 
ily will be induced to practice family prayer, and to see that ail who are of 
his household give due attendance, understand the nature of the duty, and 
make every petition their own. ‘Thus we see the propriety of joining in pray- 
er with our families in the morning. Let us now look at their situation in the 
evening. If they have all been preserved and prospered through the day, 
similar expressions of gratitude are due asin the morning. Whether this pre- 
servation has been general or not, either at morning or evening, it makes no 
difference in the necessity of this duty. Afilictious may by the blessing of 
God, be turned to our advantage. In trouble therefore we should pray for 
this blessing, that we may be enabled by the divine grace suitably to improve 
the dispensations of Providence, whether of prosperity or adversity. 

But there is another very important consideration to induce us to this prac- 
tice. We are fallen depraved creatures, subject to sin, and constantly trans- 
gressing the divine commands, Sin renders us odious to God, and deprives 
us of his favour; but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, upon 
our sincere repentance we are pardoned. ‘Through the whole course of the 
day, it cannot be expected, that all the family are innocent ; that none of 
them have offended in thought, word, or deed. ‘lhen how important it is 
that each one should be reminded of the necessity of confessing his faults, and. 
soliciting pardon, through Jesus the Saviour? ‘Lo be called to prayers, is to 
be reminded of our duty, taught and excited to put it in practice. Will not 
therefore every careful parent, and master, be faithful to see that this be done ? 
At least, that he use his influence that it be not left undone? Can he rest easy 
with an apprehension, that this important duty has been omitted, through 
any neglect of his? Unless there is some Stated time for this purpose, it will 
certainly be neglected by some, if not by the whole family. ‘Lhis is an im- 
portant consideration. He who is upon his watch, careiul and attentive in 
searching out, and confessing his faults, and frequently in the exercise of pen- 
itence, will never be displeased at such a call ; he will consider it as a mean of 
promoting and continuing his watchiulness : and he who is more careless and 
inattentive must feel the advantage of being thus frequently roused from his 
lethargy, and admonished of his duty. Besides this, a rational mind, possess 
ed of very little piety, must see the decency of soliciting the protection of 
God when retiring to rest: nature obliges us to acknowledge our helpiess- 
ness, and points to a superior power for preservation.—{ Zo be coniznued.] C. 
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TO THE EDITORS OF THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 
Gentlemen, 


As the Psalms are so large a part of our Morning and Evening Service, eves 
ry thing that tends either to explain their meaning: or fix ther authenticily, 


must be acceptable to the devout Christian. 


HE Psalms are called David's, as if he were the author of the whole book 3 

but the fathers and commentators are of opinion that David neither was 

nor could have been the author of them all, as many of them were written 

upon occasions that happened after his death. ‘he learned Calmet, after the 

most deliberate investigation of the subjects of the several psalms, has arrang: 
ed them under the following heads. 

I. Psalms of which the ¢ehronology cannot be fixed, are eight in number, 

Viz. the Ist, 4, 19, 81, 91, 110, 159, 145. It is not known whether David, 

oc Asaph, was author of the Ist psalm. ‘Ths Stst, attributed to Asaph, wes 
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03 Ofthe-book of Psalms, 


, > 
sung ip the temple upon the feast of trumpets, atthe beginning of the yeas, 
and at the feast of tabernacies. ‘he 110th, is given to David ;—the autho 
of the rest are wholly unknown. ' hand 
IL. Psalms composed by David, during the persecution of Saul, in number fo 


seventeen. ‘viz. the llth, 31, 34,.56,.16, 54,52, 109, 17,22, 35, 57, 58, he 
142, 140, 141, 7. ; ail 
Lil. Psalms composed by Dayid at the beginning of his reign, and after the th 
death of Saul, are sixteen, viz. the 2d, 9, 24, 68,°101, 29, 20, 21, 28, 39, $0 
40, 41, 6, 51, 32, 33." w 
IV. Psalms written by David, during the rebellion of Absalom, are eight, ti 
viz. the 3d, 4, 55, 62, 70, 7i, 143, 145. ) ti 
_Y. Psalus written between the death’ of Absalom and the Babylonish, cap- tl 
tivity, are ten, of which David was the author of three only, viz. the 18ta, o 
30, and 72, which last was written upon the establishinent of his son Sole b 
mon ou the throne, and was probably the last he wrote. u 
VI. Psalms’ composed during the captivity, amount to forty, and are as- € 
cribed to the descendants of Asaph and Korah. Pp 
Vil. Psalms of joy and thanksgiving, for the permission obtained from rr 
Cyrus to return to Jerusalem, and to rebuild the temple, as well as those cou y 
posed for its dedication, in albtifty-one. 1 
_ 50 that according to this account, David was author of no more than forly- Q 
Jive ot the hundred and fifty psalms, that are commonly ascribed to hin. ‘ 
«he Hebrew Church has divided the book of psalms. into. five parts, the first “ 
ends with the fortieth—the second with the seventy-first—the third with the ‘ 
€ighty-eighth—the fourth with the hundred and fifth—and the fifth with the ‘ 
hundred and fiitieth | . f 
It is probable there were many more psalms than one hundred and fifty in the ‘ 
service of the first temple ; and that atter the tempie and the sacred records 
were butat by the BabVlonisi army, some pious personas coliected as many af ‘ 
the psalms as they could find; by enquiring anjoug their friends, who had 
trauscribed copies tor their domestic or private use 5, or could repeat them by d 
memory. ‘These with others composed by inspired men on subsequent occa- : 
sious were collected by Ezra, and made the. canon of praise for the Jewish ‘ 
Church after the restoration, aad have continued ever since tobe the summary § ‘ 
of Jewish and Christian praise over all the earth. ° 
As the dispersed Jews ‘have always found these sacred hymns possessed of a 
strange power “to cure heaviness, to extirpate grief, to. Wipe away sorrow, ' 
** to lay asieep troublesome thoughts and passions, to ease them of their cares, ’ 
** to recreate them when oppressed with any sort of pain, to move Compunc- 
‘* tion for sin, and to stinmulate them unto piety,”—so have the Christians ex- Bs 
perienced from them the same happy eifects ; so tat no book in the worldis 


to be compared to the book of psaims. 

When aii the bleedy sacrifices of the tabernacle were abolished by the oB- 1 
LATION of the Bopy of Curis, the calves of the Christians’ lps were 
retained in. the Church—the sacrifice of prayer and praise: for, as Austin 
bishop of Hippo says, ‘‘ concerning singing bymas and psalms, we have in- 
* structions, examples, and preeepts both of our Lord himself, and of his 
** Aposties. According to which the Churches of Africa sing the divine songs 
‘‘ of the prophets. Nor caf i see what Christians ean do more profitably, and 
** more holily than this, when they meet together, and are no§ reading preach- 
“‘ing, nor praying.” ‘lhose divine hymus, no doubt were principally the 
psalms of David, in singing of which Christian people delighted above ail 
other exercises of devotion. “The manner of their singing also was like that 
in Ezra’s time (fzra chap. iii. ver. 14.) ‘One beginning the hymn and the 
rest answering the extremes, or close of every sentence in the manner of a full 
chorus. “Some departure from this manner of singing obtained’ at Antioch 
zbout the year 390, by the direction of Flavianus the patriarch of Antioch, 
and Diodorus bishop of Tarsus., They divided the singers into two parts, so 
as to sing the psalms in altefnate or responsive verse ; one haif of the choir 
singing the one verse and the other half the other. Which custom,” says 
‘Lheodoret in his ecclesiastical history, book 2d, chap. 19, ‘* from Antioch 
spread itself as it were by common consent over all the world.” In favour of 
gluging metre or rhyming psalms, little | apprehend can be said. It has never 


had the sanction of the Church ia any part of the world, The frst attempt 
a4 ‘ > 4 *- . 
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\ & sucetnet history of Baptism. 9B 


was made by Clement Marot (sometime valet to Francis Ist of France) who 
at the Hague translated fifty of David’s psalnis,into French rhyme, which 
were printed A. D. 1544, at Geneva, with a. preface by Calvin.—Various et- 
forts have produced various systeins Gf metre psalms, whichin their turn have 
hed the advocates. At present among dissenters doctor Watt’s is in vogue 
and among Churchmen, ‘late and Bradie’s is generally received.—But unfor- 
tunately tor David’s psalms, they have been so mutilated, changed, and made 
0 different from the original, in many imstances, that their respective authors 
would not acknowledge them in their modern metre dress. But, if the primi- 
tive Church used no rhyming psalms in theit public worship, for this innova- 
ction. was brought into the Church ef Rome in the times of the Crusades ;—if 
the first Christians, I say praised God, chanting prosaic hymns, (for any part 
of scripture afforded them an hymn of praise, without the metamorphosing 
‘hand of the poet ;) what warrant have we to innovate from their practice, by 
using a method of praising God unknown to the Jews, wnknown to the first 
Chivstians ? 1s not the manner in which our Lord and his Apostles and all the 
primitive Christians praised God, good enough for us ? “All attempts at 
refinements in public worship, but open a door for error. Conversing some 
years since with a pious and learned Jew, the subject of praise became a 
topic of our conversation ; I was exceedingly affected with these words of that 
gentleman :—* How comes it, that ye Christians, (says he)’sing praises to 
* Godin rhyme, when Jesus. of Nazareth never gave you any example of 
‘that sort, but always used, agreeable to the ritual of our Church, the He- 
“brew psalms in their presaie form ; and you know that singing rhyme 
“‘ psalms is one of the rankest reliques of Popery, and that the Church of 
** Pogiand has given no warrant, no, not eyen a permit ; and the American 
‘* Episeopate has barely given a permit under the discretion of the Minister, 
“to sing Tate and Bradie’s psaims—by what authority then has rhyming 
“ psalins got into your Churches ?” 

lo these interrogatories I could give no answer satisfactory to this son of 
Abraham, or to myself. Then he quoted from Deuteronomy, ch. xii. v. 30 
and $1, these words‘ When the Lord thy Ged shall cut off the nations from 
** before thee, whither theu goest to possess them, and thou succeedest them, 
“and dwellest in their land ; take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by 
a foHowing them, after that they be destroyed from before thee ; and that 
* thou enquire not after their gods, saying—How DID THESE NATIONS 
“ SERVE THEIR GonS? EVEN so WILL LDO LIKEWISE. ‘HOU SHAL® 
“NOT DO 80 UNTO THE LorD Try Gob.” 

Those last words ‘were spoken with a great deal of energy, and the empha+ 
sis properly placed, gave me his meaning better than a thousand commenta- 
tors. With this the conversation ended. 

If these remarks are thought worthy of a prio in your Magazine, I shall 
conimunicate something moreon thishead. You have, gentlemen, my cordial 
thanks for your communications of useful knowledge, and best wishes that 
they may both profit and please every reader, as they very much do your 
humble servant. r. 
——> 2 


A SUCCINCT HISTORY OF BAPTISM, 
AS @2ZLEBRATED BY THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH. 
Cuap. lst—Continued. 


APTIYZM had another sort_of name taken from the conditions required in 

the veceiver ; viz. faith and repentance. Hence baptism was sometimes 
called th? sacrament of faith, and the sacrament of repentance. St. Augustine 
uses thig name to explain how children may be said to have faith, though they 
‘are nofcapable of making any formal protession of it. “¢ As the sacrament of 
“the Ii dy and blood of Christ, is in some sense, the body and blood of Christ, 
«so fe sacrament of faith is fazth. And upon this account, when the answer 
‘Cis made that an infant believes, who has not yet the habit of faith ; the 


“© méaning is, that hie has fazth because of the sacrament of fazth, and that 


«¢ he turns to God, because of the sacrament of conversion.” lence we may 
observe what the primitive Christiaus mean, when Ucy speak of abscludzon op 
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94 OF the Rev. Mr. Seabury's Conventional Sermon. 


remission of sins as a sacrament ; namely baptism—which is a sacrameng 
requiring repentance as a condition, and granting absolution as an effect and 
privilege to all worthy receivers. ie 

l’rom the ceremonies used in the act of administration, — had the 
name of tinction and laver of regeneration; which denote either an immer. 
sion in water, or such a washing or affusion, as was used among the Jews in 
some cases, and algo among Christians, when they baptized sick’ persgns upon 
a death-bed. ‘So that baptism, in the ancient style of the Church, does abso. 
lutely and necessarily import dipping or immersion, though that was the usual 
practice with infants as welj as adults, except in cases of necessity. ea 

As bapjism succeeds in the room of circumcision, Epiphanius calls jt the 
great circumcision. It was sometimes called the gtft of the Lord, or simply 
the gift; because the Holy Ghost was given in rt. it was also called the 
consecration and consummation ; inasmuch, as it gave men the perfection of 
Christians. ' It had the name of initiation, because it was the admittance of 
men to all the rites of the Christian religion; and sometimes it was called the 
symbol, and the symbol of sanctification. 

from ajl which it appears in how honourable a point of view the ancient 
Christians held the waters of baptism ;—hence also may be perceived the pra- 
priety of that collect in our confirmation-oflice, which prays, “ Almighty and 
* everliving God, who hast vouchsafed to regenerate these thy servants by 
“‘ water and the Holy Ghost, and hast given unto them forgiveness of aif 
“‘ their sins,” &c. [To be continued. ] 

————a @ aa | 


N Wednesday the 7th of June, a Convention of the Bishop, Presbyters, 
Deacons and Lay-Delegates of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, 
was heldea at Litchfield. 

Public service was attended in St. Michae}’s Church, and an excellent Ser- 
moh delivered by the Rev, Charles Seabury, of New-London, to a large and 
respectable congregation covened on the occasion. 

‘here was a geveral attendance of the Clergy, and a very respectable re- 

resention of the Laity. Great harmony prevailed among the members dur- 
ing the whole session. Among other resolutions passed, was the following :— 

‘« Resolved, That the members of this Convention use their best endeavours 
“ to procure all possible information concerning the origin, progress, and pre- 
#£ sent state ofthe individual congregations in this state, together with sketches 
"of the lives of the first Clergymen, and also of Lay-Brethren, who have 
‘* been eminent promoters of the interests of the Church. And that all such 
** communications, whensoever they can be obtained, be transmitted to the 
‘* Editors of the Churchman; Magazine for publicity. 

‘The Rev. Messrs. Ashbel Baldwin, Philo Shelton, Tillotson Brunson, Dan- 
iel Burhans.—Messrs. Nathan Smith, James Clark, Andrew Hyllier and Isaag 
Jiinman, Esqrs. were chosen Delegates to attend the General Convention, to 
be holden at New-York on the 2d Wednesday of September. 


— —an > 6a ——— 
TO THE EDITORS OF THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 
Gentlemen, 


| ie was observed by persons who heard Mr. Seabury preach the Convention- 
al Sermon, how much he resembled his father, both in sentiment and tone 
ef voice.—lo this I joyfully gave my assent, and [ would to God that we 
more and more endeavoured to imitate so inestimable a pattern. Bishop Sea- 
bury “‘ was a burning and a shining light,” and the Church in Connecticut 
increased under his Episcopal and parternal care. 

Participating in the spirit which so plentifully dwelt in the father, his son, 
the Rev. Rector of St. James’, New-London, prefaces all his sermons with the 
words, ** Glory be to thee, O Lord !—This was the prescript also to all the 
writings of the Right Reverend Bishop Kenn. 

The Texr—Sr. Marruew chap. xi. verses 23, 29, and 30.—Come unto 
se «all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest : take 
any yoke upon you, and learn of me, for J am meek and lowly in heart, and 
ye shall And rest to your souls ; for my yoke is easy, and my burden ts light. 
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6f the Reo, Mr. Seabury’s Conventional Serinon. es 


. Tt will not be difficult to give a proper illustration of the text, if we attend 
to. the preceding Dv of the chapter, whence it is taken.—At a certain time, 
whilst-our blessed Redeemer was exerting his divine power for the relief of 
wiffering humanity, by giving sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, and 
strength to the lame, two of the disciples of John the baptist arrived with a 
message to Christ from their master, saying, ‘‘ Art thon he that should come, 
ér do we look for another ?” 

,/Fwo reasons may be assigned, why the baptist sent this message to Jesus : 
First; ‘Ihe Baptist was desirous of giving the iullest possible conviction to the 
minds of his disciples, respecting the office of Messiah, and therefore sent 
them: on this embassy. ‘They had learned from their own scriptures and also 
from the lips of their master the marks by which Messiah was to be known. 
The bless¢d Saviour therefore referred them to the works which he did—and 
these bore public testimony that the words of Isaiah were tultilled in him, and 
that consequently he was the Messiah. ‘* And in that day shall the deaf bear 
the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shali see out of obscurity, 
and out of darkness; the meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord, and 
the poor among men, shall rejoice in the holy One of Israel.” (Is. xxix. 18, 19.) 

A second reason which may be given why the Baptist sent this message to 
Jesus, is, that it was probably his last public act and a resignation of his office 
tohim. John was now in prison and his death fast approaching: he was looked 
upon by the people not only asa prophet, but by many was*thought to be 
Messiah ; and to enquire of him whether ‘he. were Messiah or not, a message 
had been sent to him, by the highest ecclesiastical court of his nation. 

These things being premised, the message of the Baptist to Jesus may be 
thus paraphrased—‘“ Art thou he that should come—Messiah, the Saviour of 
the world? If so, my office-of precursor to you is at an end—the time is come 
that thou call the attention of the world to thyself, as their Ged and Saviour. 
‘Thou must increase, but 1 must decrease !” 

“ That this is a fair medi of John’s embassy, is obvious, when we 





observe that the Messiah imm y proceeds to elucidate the character and 
oflice of the Baptist, and then con¢ludes his discourse with an invitation tathe 
people, in the words of the text.” . 

Having thusg@ngeniously prefaced his sermon, fhe preacher divides it into 
four heads, viz. ist, ‘To whom is the invitation in the text given ?—2d, By 
whom is the invitation given :—3d, What are the benefits, whighgye may 
pect to receive by a compliance with the invitation ?—And 46 at are 
means by which Christ proposes to relieve those who are heavy A 

Each of these is discussed with a degree of accuracy proportioned to ifs” 
importance. ‘The style is manly, the sentiments noble, and the inferences 
interesting. Nor does the propriety of the quotations escape our notice. One 
from Bishop ‘Taylor highly merits our attention, and we hope, that our rea- 
ders will be pleased with our inserting it at full length. The preacher intro- 
duces it thus, ‘* That the present generation are very luke-warm in their en- 
deavours to came to Christ, and to gain an interest in his kingdom, is a 
complaint, in which every man will join, who is in any degree acquainted 
with the subject ; but I am not certain that this’difficulty is greater now than 
it has always been since the days of the Apostles. Atleast, we shail find upon 
examination, that the same difficulty has been complained of by most of the 
learned and pious men in former ages. That bright ornament of the Church 
Bishop Taylor, in his sermon on 2d of Peter, chap. iii, ver. 18, thus express- 
ed himself,’—** When Christ, like the day spring from the east with a new 
*‘ light,.not only enlightened the world, but emazed the minds of men, and 
entertained their curiosity, and seized upon their warmest and best aflec» 
“tions. It was no wonder that whole nations were converted at a sermon, and 
‘¢ multitudes became professed Christians ; their understandings followed their 
‘‘ atiections, and their wills followed their understanding ; they were convince 
“ed by miracles; they were overcome by grace; they were passionate with 
“* zeal; they were wisely governed by their guides; they were ravished by 
“« the sanctity of their doctrine and the holiness of their example. And it wag 









-** hot. only their duty, but a singular instance of Providence, that by the great 
» * religion and piety of the first professors, Christianity might be firmly plants 
'* ed, and unshaken by scandal, and might be hardened by persecution ; and 
| ® thet these tirstlights might be actual precedeuts forever, and copies jor us 
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$6" An exhortation to watchfulnes, 


‘< to transcribe in all desceading ages of Christianity, that thither we might 
«‘ run to fetch oil to rekindle our dyimg lamps. . At that thne piety wasso.mi. 
« versal; that it might be well enjoined by 3t Paul; that if a brother walked 
** disorderly, the Einrissia sh should) avord his company ; he did not forbid 
‘f their associating with the heathen who walked) disorderly, for then a mag 
‘« would alinost have been secluded from society. Bat at the present day, if 
‘* we should attend to these injunctions of the Apéstie; we should infact be 
«« puazied to transact our common buiiness—for temperance aad ry and 
« evil speaking, do so much abound, as to make it very difficult (if we werd 
* inched to do it) to separate the righteous frona the wicked. 

‘* Men who are something better than the very dregs of abomination, whose 
‘‘ religion is something above prophgaeness ; whose subrietv is someting above 
« downright intemperance ; whose discourse is- not: absolute swearing, even 
* thougi vis charity should be contemptible and his piety remiss, is however 
« now almost exalted to a saint. When this man’s religion is viewed from the 
‘* valley and lower @tounds of piety as it now stands, it looks absolutely moan 
‘‘tainous. Men ot old looked upon themselves as they bore a comparison 
‘** with sumts aad martyrs, and compared their piety with the life ofest. Paul; 
f* and estimated their.zeal in proportion as it compared with St. James and 
‘St. Joho; but. we of the present day seldom think of making such an ex- 
‘* amination of our conduct:” ‘Lhus (ar this excelleat prelate. 

With the same strain-of perspicuity and purity of doctrine, the’ preacher 
eonciuded his sermon, very much to the edification of a numerous dud atteil. 
tive audience. ONE OF THE EDITORS,’ 


em C2 Gee ——— 
VIBRATIONS OF A CLOCK-PENDULUM, 
NSTRUCTIVE sound! I’m now convine’d by thee, 


Time in its womb, may bear infinity. ’ 
How thé past moment dies, a bs no more ! 
W hat parts of parts make up ti@rotlimg hour ! 


The least of these a seriotis Care demands, 

For tho’ they’ge little—-they are golden sands, 

By some great deeds distinguish’d all in heav’n; ® 
Por the same end to thee by number giv’n. 


aa —~M an—to lavistr sums thou ne’er hast told, 
is; tho’ deathiess, dare not be so bold. 
—————elp > Ge 
AN EXHORTATION TO WATCHFULNESS, 
“WT ATC H.” 


L AVE Angels sinn’d, and sha not.man beware ? 
How shall ason of earth escape ‘the share ? 

Not foided arms ard carelessness of Mind, 

Can promise for the safety of mankinds 

None are supinely good ;—thro’ care and pain, 

vind various arts the steep ascent we gain. 

This is the seat of combat—not of rest, 

Mian’s is laborious happiness at best. 

On tis side death his dangers never cease, 

£iis joys are joys of conquest—not of peace. 














PP oa — 


ANECDOTES. 


FOISHOP CUMBERLAND being told by some of his friends, that he 
would wear himself out. by. intense application ; replied, <‘ it is better. to 
wear out than to rust out.” 





SOME years ago a Clergymah was addressed by his friend thus: ‘* You | 
havea very large family, Sir; vou have justas many children as the patriargn 
Jacob :”—** ‘lrue,” answeréd the good old Divine, “and 1 have alse Jacoky 
God to provide for them,” : 4 
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